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Introduction 

When asked what they’d most like to know about homeschooling, most people have the 
same kinds of questions. These questions focus primarily around the kinds of people 
that practice homeschooling and how successful the children in these families turn out 
to be.  Secondarily, some people are fascinated by the reasons why families turn to 
homeschooling and hearing about the kinds of problems and challenges that 
homeschooling is reported to solve. 

Fortunately, homeschooling is no longer new.  Researchers, organizations, educators, 
writers and others have been following the progress and successes of homeschooling 
since it was legalized and then became widely practiced in the 1970’s and 80’s.  Much 
data now exists on homeschooling, the people who do it and how their children fare at 
the end of the process.  Though there is still more to be done, these numbers paint a 
fairly accurate picture of the status of homeschooling in America today. 

Homeschooling, as you’ll see both in the literature and in the media, may be looked at 
from several different perspectives.  More than just a method of education, it can also 
be viewed as a parenting philosophy; a lifestyle choice; and, some even argue, a 
religious indoctrination or worldview education.  And while the numbers help explain at 
least some things that homeschoolers have in common, like any other alternative, there 
is still much about this evolving way of thinking that remains unexplained, 
misunderstood and yet to come. Understandably, though homeschooling has nearly 
reached the mainstream, a paradigm shift requiring a completely different look at the 
American system of education will take some time to examine and to record. 

In this report, you’ll find very basic answers to some of the most commonly-asked 
questions about homeschooling in America today.  The information you’ll read comes 
from the most highly-trusted sources of homeschooling research available to date.  
Though this report alludes to research studies throughout, it does not include the 
citations as traditionally found in reports of this nature.  In an attempt to make this report 
easy to understand by anyone trying to learn about homeschooling, this is intentional.  
Readers wanting to know more and view the actual sources of this information are 
encouraged to continue learning about homeschooling by visiting the links provided at 
the end of this report. Only through additional research can a total understanding of the 
current homeschooling research be achieved. 
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Homeschooling: Answers to Everyday Questions 

How many children are homeschooled in the United States? 

A recent study by the National Home Education Research Institute (NHERI) reported an 
estimated 2.04 million children homeschooled in the United States in 2010.  The 
report found the number to be somewhere between 1.73 and 2.35 million, asserting it is 
most likely around 2.04, maybe even higher (explained later). The children counted in 
the study were those in grades K-12 (ages 5-17), the same criteria used in previous 
studies, enabling comparisons to previous data.   

How fast has homeschooling grown? 

The number of homeschoolers continues to rise each year. The U.S. Census Bureau 
(Census) reported an estimated 2.9% of American school children were homeschooled 
in 2007. Though the increase can be measured several different ways, may different 
sources estimate that homeschooling increases by more than 2% every year.  Some 
estimates put the number as high as 8-12%.  

When looking at homeschooling over longer periods, the increase in numbers becomes 
more meaningful.  The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) reported a 74% 
relative increase in homeschooling over an 8-year period:  from 850,000 in 1993, to 
1.1 million in 2003, to 1.5 million homeschooled in 2007.   

NHERI has also looked at homeschool growth, suggesting that the success of 
homeschooling combined with the number of homeschooled graduates now beginning 
to homeschool their own children will cause the number to surge greatly within the next 
5-10 years. 

Why do people choose homeschooling instead of sending children to public or private 
schools? 

Today’s parents choose homeschooling for a greater variety of reasons than in the past.  
While teaching a set of religious or moral beliefs and removing students from a 
system that is not serving them well are still high on the list, more reasons to 
homeschool are emerging than ever before.   

Among the new reasons, parents are recognizing the efficiency of homeschooling 
and making the connection between accomplishing more in a day and greater learning.  
Many parents also now understand the value of a personalized education, that is, how 
a student’s personality, style and preferences affects his learning, and how 
homeschooling may be better match for every unique child.   
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Removing children from harmful school environments plays a large role in why many 
modern families choose homeschooling.  Concern over the influence of drugs, bullying, 
violence and sexually explicit language or interactions are heard from parents again and 
again.  Some parents choose homeschooling for medical or mental health reasons, 
too, sometimes even conditions stemming from events that happened to a child at 
school. 

Because the importance of family is recognized in homeschooling, some families desire 
to return to a more meaningful and natural way of life that allows children to explore 
and develop their own relationships in the family, community and in the world. 

Finally, financial reasons cannot be ignored.  When private schools are prohibitively 
expensive or job insecurities make it impossible for children to receive tutoring or other 
services required to maintain performance, homeschooling becomes an alternative for 
families needing to do these things themselves.  Job loss can also mean that some 
parents find themselves back at home with the time to homeschool, when previously 
unable to do so while working. 

Who are homeschoolers? (Demographics) 

In general, typical American homeschooling families are white, 2-parent households, 
one parent in the work-force, with parents who have more formal education yet earn 
about the same as the general population.   

Looking at the figures in greater detail, however, tells more of the story. 

Homeschooling is legal in all 50 states and territories.  Thus, homeschool families are 
found everywhere in the United States.  Although statistics exist, for a variety of 
reasons, estimates of the number of homeschoolers in every state are not always seen 
as accurate.  In addition, since some families homeschool underground (without anyone 
knowing), numbers tend to underestimate the number of homeschoolers, which could 
be as much as 10% higher than actually reported, says NHERI.   

Until present, homeschooler race and ethnicity has generally been measured in terms 
of white and non-white students, with little more specific detail.  In 2007, of all school 
age children across the United States, 77% of homeschoolers were reported as white, 
with the remaining 23% comprised of black (4%), Hispanic (9.8%) and all other groups 
combined.  Further research is needed to identify and count homeschoolers more 
accurately.  NHERI recently announced the launch of a study of black homeschoolers, 
thus additional data is forthcoming. 

Information about homeschooler family size has traditionally placed the number of 
children in homeschool families higher than in non-homeschooler families.  The Census 



Homeschooling	  Today/	  April	  10,	  2012	   Page	  5	  
	  

reported an average of 4.1 children per homeschool family in 2007; homeschooler 
family size appears to be rising somewhat, too.  In fact, a NCES report that traced 
families from 1999-2007 revealed a slight increase in the number of homeschooling 
families with 3 or more children. Stated differently, NHERI reported in 2009 that over 
68% of homeschool families have 3 or more children. Although it is believed that the 
majority of families homeschool all of the school-age children in the home, it is not really 
known the percentage of families that have children who also attend school outside the 
home. 

As to who earns the wages in homeschooling families, it has traditionally been 
reported that the fathers do (98% in a study comprised of mostly white families).  
Though a few homeschooling mothers work outside the home, a 2010 report published 
in the Journal of Academic Learning found that most mothers (almost 81% of the 
families studied) are not in the work force.   

On the other hand, information published by the Census provides a different look at who 
works in homeschool families.  In 2007, Census data found that more homeschoolers 
(54%) came from households where both parents worked than from households where 
only one parent worked (21%). These facts seem to challenge the popular notion that 
most homeschool families have just one parent in the work force. 

In terms of how much homeschool families earn in relation to everyone else, NCES 
reported in 2007 that most homeschoolers came from households earning $25,000-
$75,000.  Fewer homeschoolers lived in households earning less than $25,000 and 
fewer homeschoolers came from homes earning more than $75,000.  This agrees with 
data that homeschoolers often come from homes with parents that hold bachelors and 
vocational degrees, but fewer homeschooled students are found in homes where 
parents who hold graduate and professional degrees.  It is also interesting to note other 
homeschooling research, for example a 2012 article published in the Academic 
Leadership Journal, suggests that greater household income and more money spent on 
homeschooling per student has a positive impact on student performance.  That is, 
children whose parents earn less and spend less on homeschooling tend to have 
inferior results. 

Finally, although income and spending may matter somewhat, student performance in 
homeschool does not appear to depend upon the educational level attained by parents.  
So says the research, which suggests that while homeschool parents may overall be 
slightly more (higher) educated than the general population, there is no correlation 
between a parent’s highest degree and the level of success achieved by children in the 
household.  Parents with teaching degrees have no advantage when homeschooling, 
either, and may even be at a slight disadvantage when it comes to abandoning the 
teacher mind-set and operating more independently at home.  Additionally, since 
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numerous studies find no correlation between public school teacher qualifications and 
public schooled student performance, the assumption is that the qualifications of 
parents acting as homeschool teachers do not impact homeschool student performance 
either. 



Homeschooling	  Today/	  April	  10,	  2012	   Page	  7	  
	  

 

More Questions about Homeschooling Answered 

How well do homeschoolers stack up against other school children? 

Numerous studies have documented the success of homeschooling and the body of 
research continues to grow.  Homeschooler performance has been measured in many 
ways: by looking at student grades, by comparing homeschooler test scores with those 
of same-age school children, and in terms of success after graduation when 
homeschool students enter college.   

In all cases, no matter the method or sample studied, homeschoolers come out ahead. 

In terms of percentage points, for instance, the Home School Legal Defense 
Association (HSLDA) and other groups have reported that using public school 
achievement as a baseline; homeschooled students exceed public schooler 
performance by some 15-30%.  The study itself, performed by Brian Ray of NHERI and 
published in the Academic Achievement Journal, found that homeschoolers who took 
either the Iowa or California Achievement Test scored in the 84-89th percentile when 
measured against public schoolers averaging in 50th percentile. 

When homeschoolers enter college, the results are equally impressive.  Not only do 
homeschooled graduates do well in college, they stay longer and have a greater 
tendency to graduate, too.  In one study at a Minnesota college, for example, 
homeschooled graduates attending the college earned higher GPAs than the other 
students. The same study also found that homeschoolers tended to enter with more 
college credits and more federal funding, too. 

In another article called, “Homeschooled Students Excel in College”, the HSLDA 
provides anecdotal stories from admissions officers at colleges all across the United 
States.  These colleges praise homeschool applicants on the basis of their 
backgrounds, academic achievements and performance once they enter college.   

How do homeschooled kids do socially? 

Though nearly every homeschooler has at one time or another been asked about 
socialization, the truth is that assertions about homeschooled children and improper 
socialization are completely groundless.  Studies find that their consistent interactions 
with people of all ages in their communities and the ‘real world’ combined with the 
multitude of activities that homeschool families participate in prepare children socially at 
least as well – sometimes more – than children in non-homeschool families.   
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Disclaimer: This report was created as an introduction to the vast body of research about homeschooling 
and is based on just some of the research and literature available to date. It is not a comprehensive 
report, a legal document or a substitution for accurate legal advice about homeschooling or anything else.  
The author makes no guarantee about the accuracy of the information in this report or problems that may 
arise on the basis of using the information contained herein.  Any omissions or misinterpretations of facts 
or findings are accidental. Readers are advised to continue learning about homeschooling by researching 
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beyond the references listed at the end of the report.   To contact Dr. Marie-Claire Moreau with questions 
or feedback, please email contactmarieclaire@gmail.com . 


